
WHAT THE DISCIPLE IS 
CALLED TO BE! 



Transformational 
Discipleship is a 
Demand to Be 



The State of Emergency 
George Barna lists several “Mega-themes” from a 2010 

survey regarding the church: 
•  The Christian Church is becoming less theologically 

literate. 
•  Christians are becoming more isolated from non- 

Christians.  
•  Christians place more emphasis on present concerns 

such as lifestyle comfort and success rather than faith, 
family, spiritual discipline, and spiritual maturity. 

•  The Christian Church is becoming more tolerant of 
unbiblical or immoral behavior and accepting of 
postmodern insistence of tolerance. 

•  Christians are making less an impact on culture based 
on how we manifest our faith in private and in public 

 



The Vision of Authenticity 
•  A vision of an intimate passionate relationship with Christ 

and not strictly a religious or ritualistic affiliation with 
Christ (Matt 15:8; Jn 17:20-23). 

•  A development and desire for the Word of God along 
with a biblical worldview in belief and practice (Lk 24:32; 
James 1:22). 

•  A transformational encounter with the Holy Spirit leading 
to a change in attitude towards God, our neighbors, and 
ourselves (Rom 12:1-2; 1 Jn 4:12-16). 

•  A renewed mind and spirit that will seek to overcome the 
issues of the mind and emotions allowing us to live a 
fruitful life. A fruitful life that seeks to manifest the 
character of Christ which will make an impact on the 
culture and world around us (Gal 5: 22-26; Eph 4:20-24). 

 



The Call to Authenticity 

The Clarion Call for  
Transformational Discipleship! 

 
•  A New Relationship 
 
•  A New Way of Thinking 



The Call to Relationship 
Jn 1:35-39 

 35 The next day John again was standing with 
two of his disciples, 36 and as he watched Jesus 
walk by, he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb 
of God!” 37 The two disciples heard him say this, 
and they followed Jesus. 38 When Jesus turned 
and saw them following, he said to them, “What 
are you looking for?” They said to him, 
“Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), 
“where are you staying?” 39 He said to them, 
“Come and see.” They came and saw where he 
was staying, and they remained with him that 
day. 



Authentic Transformation 

•  Who Are You Following? 

•  Have You Counted the Cost? 

•  Who Are You Intimate With? 
 
•  Is Your Christianity Authentic? 



Who Are We Following? 

•  Bill Hull: The journey of following Jesus is 
a lifelong one, Anything less is a Christless 
Christianity and without the reality of 
following Jesus, Christianity just becomes 
a religious philosophy. 

•  Dietrich Bonheoffer: Christianity without 
discipleship is always a Christianity 
without Christ! 



How Do We Live This Authentic 
Relationship Out? 

•  We understand that discipleship and 
Christianity are not two distinct terms 

•  We are to embrace the Spiritual 
Disciplines 

•  Transformation of character and the inner-
self should be the ultimate result, aim, and 
outcome of discipleship 

 





How Are We 
Thinking? 

•  A CBS News poll revealed that America’s 
religious IQ is lacking 

•  A Pew Forum survey revealed that only 
59% of Evangelical Churches, 22 % of 
mainline churches, and 62% of historically 
Black Churches believe that the Word of 
God or the Bible is literally true, word for 
word.  

•  7% of Evangelical churches, 28% of 
mainline churches, and 9% of Black 
Churches believe that scripture is written 
by men and is not the Word of God. 

•  It has been declared that only 44% of 
adult believers are certain of the existence 
of absolute moral truth.  



How Do We Remain 
Authentic In How We Think? 

•  The Certainty of Absolute 
and Authentic Truth 

•  The Certainty of the 
Authentic Self 

•  The Certainty of New and 
Authentic Thinking 



The Certainty of Absolute 
and Authentic Truth 

 

Jn 14:6-7 
 

2 Tim 3:16-17 

2 Peter 1:20-21 
 
 

  



Can You Handle the Truth! 

•  Bible among whites reading 
has dropped from 42% in 
1991 to 37% in 2011.  

•  Among Hispanics it dropped 
from 55% - 30%.  

•  The Barna declares out of the 
three racial groups, Blacks 
are the most likely to read 
their Bible outside of Church 
events.  

 



Can We Be Real! 
•  Young adults are significantly 

less likely than older adults to 
strongly agree that the Bible is 
totally accurate in all of the 
principles it teaches.  

•  Just 30% of Mosaics (18-25) 
and 39% of Busters (26-44) 
firmly embraced this view, 
compared with 46% of 
Boomers (45-63) and 58% of 
Elders(64+). 

 



The Certainty of 
the Authentic Self 

Think You Can 
 If you think you are beaten, you are.  
If you think you dare not, you don’t. 
If you’d like to win but think you can’t, 
It’s almost certain you won’t. 
  

    Life’s battles don’t always go 
To the stronger or faster man, 
But sooner or later, the man who wins  
Is the man who thinks he can. 

- Anon 



Your Authentic 
Identity 

The Doulos Concept 
 
Rom 1:1 
  Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, 

called to be an apostle, set apart 
for the gospel of God 

Gal 1:10 
 Am I now seeking human 
approval, or God’s approval? Or 
am I trying to please people? If I 
were still pleasing people, I 
would not be a servant of Christ.  



The Certainty of a New 
and Authentic Thinking 

•  Delve theologically 
 

MAKE A CHOICE 
 

•  Who are you following? 
 
•  Who are you worshipping? 



WHAT I MAY THINK 
I am in bondage 
I am discouraged 
I am in need healing 
I am tired and weary 
I am defeated 
I am unloved 
I am unforgivable 
I am no different from the 

world 

WHAT IS GOD’S OPINION 
I Am made Free! 
I Am the Spirit of Comfort! 
I Am the One that heals! 
I Am Your Strength! 
I Am Your Strong Tower! 
I Am in Love with You! 
I Am Your Father! 
I Am in You and You are In 

Me! 



Let’s Be Real! 
•  Transformational Discipleship is an 

authentic relationship “In Jesus Christ” 
that calls us to Follow and calls us to a 
New Way of Thinking about who we are 
and who we belong to!  

•  You are called to be Authentic – The 
Real Real You! 


